From: Leigh Jackson 
Sent: Wednesday, January 03, 2007 9:36:44 AM 
To: Lynn Strickland

Lynn,
 

Sorry I haven't gotten back to you sooner about your plans for CANA code enforcement. After working on our code enforcement committee for the past six years, I've decided it is time for me to invest my energies elsewhere. I feel like I am wasting my time trying to get the city to clean up our neighborhood. I will try to set up a meeting to train some other volunteers to take over. Y'all can reimburse me for the camera or I can keep it. Whatever y'all want to do is fine with me.
 

We had some friends over for New Year's Eve. Someone was having a big party outside up and down Myrna. It was New Year's Eve, and we decided to ignore it. Until midnight. That's when they pulled their guns out and began firing into the air. No, it wasn't fireworks. We saw this ourselves. Our terrified guests ran for their cars to get back to the safety of Germantown, and we tried to call the police. No one answered the emergency number, the non-emergency number or the East Precinct. During this time, a police car did drive by, and just kept going. (No I'm not willing to pay higher taxes to put more like that on the street.) More and more I feel like I'm living in Dodge City in the 1860's. I'm tired of paying the highest property taxes in TN and getting such poor service. 
 

And now we're probably going to get a new football stadium! But that's okay, since the state will pay for it. I wish someone would please tell the city council that where the state gets their money. 
 

I'm tired, fed up and burned out. Hubby and I need to reassess our plans for the future. It may just be time to get the heck out of Dodge. During the past six years, I've had a number of little old ladies call me about problems in the neighborhood. They are fearful and trapped. I don't want end up being one of them.  
 

leigh
 

From: Lynda Whalen 
Sent: Wednesday, January 03, 2007 10:42:43 AM 
To: 'Leigh Jackson'; 'Lynn Strickland'

Leigh:
 

I understand your feelings..we had a similar incident on New Year's Eve... shortly after midnight the gunshots started.  I was not able to see where the shots were coming from so we did not call 545-COPS.  BANA is struggling with the same type problems; however I still believe in my community and my members are trying so hard to make a difference. No matter where you go you will still have the same or similar problems.. so I think we must make a stand to preserve the community that we have.. running will catch up with you sooner or later.  
 

The other side is that we continue to put people in homes that they cannot afford.. we set them up to fail. New homes sales are full of 80/20 combos, interest only for 1st 10 years, compressed buydowns, etc.  Try to sell that house in five years and so it goes!
We have got to educate new homebuyers or Memphis will always have the highest foreclosure and bankruptcy rate.. my area is the highest!
 

We have been blessed with help and guidance from Steve Shular with the Shelby County Sheriff's Dept., Deputy Chief Michael Smith, Maj. Michael Fuller, Maj. David Martello and Inspector Bishop Mays all from MPD. 
 

We all know that the wheels are off the train in this city and have been for a long time... if we as citizens do not become more involved with the day to day running of our government then we have no one to blame but ourselves. I know we are all tired of the endless, sometimes, non-productive meetings but at least we are trying to make a difference.  Going inside your house and closing the door is not how we "take back our neighborhoods".   
 

BANA participated in a meeting on Dec. 24th with Rev. Dwight Montgomery with regard to gangs in our city.. the more we educate ourselves the better chance we have of making a difference.. Inspector Mays has been helping a BANA resident with regard to a drug dealer or her street..he has given her the tools she needs to know how to handle this problem and OCU has been involved as well.
 

Leigh I know that your husband has had health problems and you know that my husband Jim has been battling cancer for 2 years.. I am sure that you are afraid of being alone in an unsafe area .. I understand because I have had the same thoughts but I am also not willing to give up the home that Jim and I  worked for and raised our children in.  So I guess what I am saying is that this old broad is not giving up without a fight!
 

Please reconsider ..our city needs people like you.. you are strong.. I have seen it.
 

Lynda H. Whalen
President
Burlington Area Neighborhood Association
a/k/a BANA
From: Denise.Sharpe@memphistn.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, January 03, 2007 12:56:47 PM

That is precisely the problem----- run to where?????????  With all these interest only loans, anyone can move anywhere.  You can get into a $525,000 home for only $1669. per month interest only mortgage.  Two working adults can easily make that payment with money to spare.  And the $525,000 house isn’t even worth half that amount in terms of its size and amenities (or, rather, lack thereof).  You pay more, get far less, and at 50 years old you end up with a ridiculous mortgage (unless it’s interest only---of course one day the principal will eventually be due), and after all that---- the fools/heathen find you and move in next to you anyway!!!!!!!!!!!!!  There are no more exclusive neighborhoods, not even Southwind.  Germantown and Collierville are wrestling with the same problems that we are, as are Lakeland and Millington, etc.  Developers tell you to move to Fayette County--- as if criminals don’t burglarize in unincorporated areas.  The crimes in these small rural communities don’t get the coverage they do in Memphis proper.  Why wouldn’t it be more appealing for a criminal to target an area that has so few sheriff/police officers and so much area to cover and so little visibility?  Seems to me like an ideal area to burglarize as many of the statistics that I’ve seen from these areas simply corroborates.  How do the middle-aged and elderly people who move to these areas get emergency medical attention--- how long does it take for an ambulance or helicopter to get to them?  How long does it take to then transport them to a reputable medical facility?  They don’t have sewer in these rural areas, so they rely on septic tanks which often endanger/pollute their water source.  Water is typically provided by Water Districts, who only provide 4 inch water lines which cannot provide the water pressure needed to extinguish fires so residents there pay higher fire insurance. Do they still have a volunteer Fire Department? Don’t these people running to areas like this know that this is where we approve the greatest number of  landfills; sand, gravel and mining extraction operations, gun ranges, industrial uses with obnoxious externalities, explosive manufacturers, etc. because they are sparsely populated areas and justification is therefore much easier?  I would be okay with running but I’ve looked for 9 years and don’t want to pay a higher mortgage for less of everything else.   
 

From: Janet Southall 
Sent: Wednesday, January 03, 2007 3:12:14 PM

Well, since we are all venting today, please allow me to weigh in. Leigh, I 
really understand your frustration, and it's the CITY COUNCIL 
REPRESENTATIVES receiving this that should be PAYING ATTENTION! Especially 
if one or more of them are planning to run for MAYOR! AHEM! 
IN MY OPINION: 
The citizens of the ordinary, middle class, established neighborhoods (and I 
mean black, white, brown, tan, beige, pink, or green with purple polka dots, 
it makes no difference) quite possibly do not particularly care whether we 
have a new football stadium, an amusement park, or probably even a Bass Pro 
Shop. We don't need to be courted with empty promises, or coddled by Big 
Brother government. Mostly, we want to pay our own way and mind our own 
business. 
We DO want to be able to walk our neighborhoods and greet our neighbors 
without fear, day or night. We want the police to answer the phone and to 
come right away when we call, because we're not kidding! Then keep those 
"bad guys" in jail, don't let'em back out to bother us again tomorrow.  We 
want the city to clean up the trash, tidy up the right of ways and give our 
neighbor a friendly but effective nudge when he parks three junk cars on the 
grass or they let their roof fall in. Evenings and weekends included. We 
would even mostly be glad to help if a neighbor has a temporary situation 
and can't do for themselves. We have pretty big hearts as a rule. 
BUT, we feel exhausted, fed up, lonely and unsupported in our efforts. There 
are a dozen, a hundred meetings to go to, a thousand different public 
servants to talk to, and a million details to keep track of, and in the end, 
little to show for it. To be fair, it's not just "the city" that frustrates 
us. As neighborhood association officers we receive complaints about crime 
in our neighborhoods; but ask the complainant to be a block captain for 
Neighborhood Watch and watch that person evaporate before your very eyes. 
File a code violation complaint that you've verified by eye and camera and 
listen to the whining and denials. 
Where is the pervasive sense of civic pride and duty that makes a city 
great? I don't know, but I wish I did, because the burnout rate for the ones 
who do care and work at the neighborhood level is apparently pretty high. 
Six years for Leigh, and how many others have come and gone? 
Thanks for lending your ear, I hope I didn't burn it off...Janet Southall, 
president of SIPNA 

