
 1

   Email: canacodes@bellsouth.net    Phone: 786-2413    Website:  www.colonialacres.org 

May 2007 Newsletter   

GENERAL MEETING - MAY 24, 2007, 7:00pm
Speaker: General Sessions Civil Court Judge Betty Thomas Moore

Subject: Implementing the Neighborhood Preservation Act 
Colonial Baptist Church - Fellowship Hall 1503 Colonial (at Quince)

I HAVE A DREAM OF A
PRISTINE NEIGHBORHOOD

•	 Where neighborly neighbors visit with each other
•	 Where neighbors help each other resolve issues
•	 Where the neighborhood helps those who cannot help 

themselves
•	 Where landlords and renters are neighborly neighbors
•	 Where animals are trained to be quiet
•	 Of zero abandoned and blighted property
•	 Of no cars parked in the yard
•	 Of no oversized trucks crowding the streets
•	 Of manicured yards and shrubs
•	 Of sharply edged sidewalks and curbs
•	 Of clean gutters
•	 Of do unto others as you would have them do unto you
•	 Of offenders who expect to be offended
If you share the dream, complete the Membership Form even 

if you are already a member.   On Page 5

ASK NOT WHAT CANA CAN DO FOR YOU, 
ASK WHAT YOU CAN DO WITH YOUR CANA NEIGHBORS

For the past 6 years, an individual CANA member (requesting no name be used) has tirelessly and, at his or her own expense, provided 
Code Enforcement coverage for the CANA area.  The volunteer energy and concern expended on our behalf has been extraordinary.  
Because of the personal risk created by public recognition, the effort has been unknown and under appreciated by those who have 
benefited the most.  Due to several reasons the Code Enforcement Chairman has decided to take a hopefully short sabbatical to 
recharge.
Recognizing that it is not possible to replace that level of commitment and that in order to increase the influence the Association has 
on the governmental agencies serving the CANA area, we are requesting residents begin to patrol their own neighborhood.  Note: The 
definition of “your neighborhood” is the 30 or so homes on and adjoining your street.  When you observe a property that is not being 
maintained to community standards or appears to host illegal activity, REPORT IT.  Also, recruit at least 3 neighbors to report the 
situation.  Please find REPORTING AND TRACKING PROCEDURE FOR CODE VIOLATIONS elsewhere in this newsletter.

NEIGHBORHOOD PRESERVATION ACT
§ 13-6-103. Maintenance of rental and unoccupied 

residential property to community standards; prima facie 
evidence
The owner of residential rental property or an unoccupied residence 
shall be required to maintain the exterior of such property and the lot 
on which the residential rental property or unoccupied residence is 
located at a level which is no less than the community standards of 
the residential property in the area.

§ 13-6-104. Actions for and measure of damages
An owner of residential property affected by residential 

rental property or an unoccupied residence not maintained to 
community standards of residential property in the area may bring 
an action for damages against the owner of such residential rental 
property or unoccupied residence for failure to maintain the property 
in the manner required by § 13-6-103.

CANA is determining the process necessary to successfully 
“bring action for damages.”  If your home is near property that is 
not being maintained “to community standards” and you wish to 
be part of the process of bringing action, please fill out the Below 
Community Standards section of the Membership Form.  on Page 5
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Let’s Get Together!
Want to get to know your neighbors?  Want to 
create a network on your block or street to help 
prevent crime or just feel more connected?  Then 
throw a block party!  We did just that and had great 
results.  Although it may sound overwhelming 
or time-consuming, it is really neither.  The last 
two years in Spring, we have distributed a flyer 
to people on our street asking them to come to 
a get-together.  We asked that they bring a dish 
or snack if they wanted.  We provided hot dogs 
(grilled in our driveway) and drinks.  We were 
pleasantly surprised by the response both years.  
The first year about 30 people of all ages came 
despite the unseasonably cold April day.  Last 
year the weather was nicer and about 40 people 
came.  It was great to see old friends reunite and 
new relationships form.  Everyone seemed to have 
a great time.  Our block parties have proven to be 
an inexpensive, yet effective way to get involved 
in our immediate neighborhood.  We now know 
many of our neighbors by name (imagine that!) 
and feel more like a community.  Why not try one 
this year?  You’ll be surprised at how easy it is and 
how much fun you’ll have!
The Krogs
Amboy Road

Second Annual 
Original Homeowners Reception

Last September a reception was held at Colonial 
Baptist Church to honor homeowners who bought 
their homes new when Colonial Acres first began. 
We had such a great time that we decided to make 
it an annual event and broaden it to include resi-
dents who have lived in the neighborhood for 50 
years or more.  The next reception is tentatively 
planned for early July. This year we would also 
like to include WWII veterans and spouses. If you 
are an original homeowner, have lived in Colonial 
Acres 50 years or more, or are a WWII veteran or 
spouse, please contact CANA at 682-4736.

Colonial Acres Salutes 
One Of Our WWII Vets

     When Phil Warren answered his country’s 
call, he and his wife were expecting their first 
child.  Europe was besieged by Nazi forces 
and American troops were joining the war.  
Private Warren was first stationed in England 
with the 3rd Armored Division, the same 

outfit as Elvis Presley years later.  Two months after 
his arrival in Frome, England, Phil’s first son was born. 
Private Warren fought in five  major battles within a 
ten month period in France and Germany. He sustained 
shrapnel wounds to his  hands and arms when his tank 
was hit by an anti-tank shell just outside of Cologne, 
Germany.
     “The helmet I had on had a hole you could stick your 
fist in...   I guess that was the only thing that saved my 
life.” Later he received the Purple Heart Medal for his 
injuries.  His outfit liberated a number of concentration 
camps but they weren’t allowed to linger.  “They just 
kept us moving because we had the Germans on the 
run.” Mr. Warren, who still remembers the atrocities 
he saw, recounted, “In your wildest imagination you 
couldn’t imagine what those poor people went through.  
They absolutely starved them to death.” 
     Private Warren returned to the U.S. with the 6th 
Armored Division, Patton’s outfit. He heard one of 
Patton’s colorful speeches, but said that due to the 

expletives, he’d refrain from quoting it.  In 
1953 Phil and his wife bought a home on 
Flamingo where they were raising their four 
children when tragedy struck.  His mother 
and father both died within to weeks of
each other. He was laid off from work and 

then his wife died. Phil was faced with the daunting 
task of raising four children alone.  “It wasn’t easy, but 
we got through it. I did a lot of washing and ironing 
in those days.”  His youngest child, Pam, was only 
three years old at the time.  Pam and her husband 
also currently live in Colonial Acres.  Mr. Warren still 
resides in that same house on Flamingo.
   It was a privilege to hear part of Phil Warren’s 
amazing story.  These few paragraphs cannot begin to 
do him justice, but we hope that in some small way he 
and others, who served their country so bravely, know 
how much we appreciate the sacrifices they made.
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REPORTING AND TRACKING 
PROCEDURE FOR CODE 

VIOLATIONS
REPORTING:  Call 576-6500  
They will ask for your name, street address, and the 
address and condition of the Code Violating property.

OR
REPORT by:  Go to colonialacres.org and register.
On the home page scroll down to find Community 
Links on the right side.
Click on the City of Memphis File a Complaint line:
Go to the upper right hand corner and click on Search 
for a Case.
Enter the Code Violation address number and street in 
the appropriate box and click on Search.
On the right hand side, look to see if any Match Found. 
If any found, Click on the Info Line.
Not much info here, so look at the two lines above and 
click on Complaint Information.
This will bring up the Complaint # column.  Each 
number in the column is for a prior Complaint filed.
Click on each one to determine what has been posted 
and the action taken in the past.  Be sure to scroll down 
to see all of the information on the page.
NOW look on the first line and find and click on – 
Report a Violation.
This page asks for personal information you may 
not want to enter.  If not, call 576-6500 to report the 
Violation.                          OR
If you are a CANA member, email the Code Violation 
address to: canacodes@bellsouth.net or call the CANA 
hotline at - 786-2413 to report the violation.  Please 
include your contact information.

     GREAT INFO ON WEBSITE
•	 Noise Ordinance – yes there is a Noise 

Ordinance that includes barking dogs and loud 
parties

•	 Dan West Lawn Care Help
•	 Colonial Acres - the next High Point Terrace 

for Real Estate Appreciation
•	 Code Violation Improvement – CANA can post 

the best and the worst for your review
•	 Local Government Links to City and County 

elected officials
•	 Link to the CA Memphis Crime Tracker 

website to look up crime in our neighborhood
•	 Check out the Discussion Forum to post and 

discuss neighborhood issues
• Check out Community Links for research 

websites

814 Mt. Moriah
Fresh Fruit

Fresh Vegetables
Friendly Service

   Since 1932 
 It’s Always Fresh at

 EASY-WAY

Open Monday-Saturday
7:00 am - 7:00 pm

Delivery Available M-F  901-527-6256
Visit us at:  easywayproduce.com
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ORIGINAL HOMEOWNER/
50 YEAR RESIDENT CHAPTER

The Original Homeowner reception last fall was a GREAT 
success.  Join the newly created Original Homeowner/50 Year 
Resident Chapter to visit with fellow long time homeowners 
and help plan the 2007 reception.  Also, if you have not been 
presented your Original Homeowner certificate, please write 
CERTIFICATE on the Membership Form.
____  Yes, I want to be a member of the OH Chapter

AGE 20 – 30 SOMETHING’S CHAPTER
Alex Boggan, Ken & Jen Krog, Paul & Ashley Burns, Kat 
Gordon, Kelley Stennis, Jessica Collier, Mandy Tenent to name 
a few, invite you to sign up for the 20 – 30 Something Chapter 
of CANA.  The objective is to network residents with like 
interests and issues across the whole CANA area.  
____ Yes, I want to network with the spring chickens (Kat 
Gordon’s term)

NEIGHBORHOOD REPAIR FUND
There are homeowners in the CANA area who are not 
physically and/or financially able to maintain their property 
to neighborhood standards.  It has been suggested that CANA 
create a fund to use for minor repairs for these neighbors
As a CANA member, would you vote to transfer $1,000 from 
the Legal Fund to a new properly documented Neighbor Repair 
Fund as seed money for finding matching grants and other fund 
raising efforts?
 ____ Yes      ____ No

BEST YARD I HAVE SEEN
_____________________________________________
Address

BELOW COMMUNITY STANDARDS PROPERTY
_____________________________________________
Address
_____________________________________________
Description

LAWN CARE REQUEST
Please add my name to:
____  Edge my curb and sidewalk
____  Spray my lawn for crabgrass

Colonial Acres Neighborhood Association
2007 Membership Information Form

Name:  ______________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________

Phone:  _____________________________________

Email:  ___________ __________________________

YES! I want to be active in the Association.  Count on me 
as noted below.
___ Door to door Neighborly Neighbor Campaign
___ Lawn Care Team
___ Neighborhood Watch Program
___ New Neighbor Welcome Committee
___ School Support/Mentor 
___ Original Homeowner/WWII Vets Reception
___ Communicate with Members Committee-Phone/Mail
___ Distribute Newsletter
___ Code Enforcement Verify and Report Committee
___ Liaison with City and County Land Use Departments
___ Participate in Neighborhood Get to Know You Socials 

HOW TO TURN IN YOUR COMPLETED FORM
•	 New/Renew Members include $10.00
•	 Bring to the May 24th General Meeting
•	 Mail to:  CANA, P. O. Box 240033, Memphis 38124
•	 or deliver to Lisa at 

 Already a Member  	  WWII VET/WIDOW    Original Home Owner  

 New/Renew Member        + 50 Yr. Resident
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CANA Clean-Up Day

The last time CANA scheduled a Clean-Up Day, 
volunteers had to slog through a wet, drizzly 
Saturday morning.  This year once again the 
weather failed to cooperate, and Clean-Up Day 
had to be postponed until Sunday, April 15, 
which proved to be a much nicer day.  Volunteers 
mowed, trimmed, and edged three yards in our 
neighborhood.  Recipients were very appreciative, 
the neighborhood looked a little nicer, and 
everyone had a good time working alongside 
one another doing something constructive for the 
neighborhood. 
Many thanks to our workers: 
Alex Boggan, Ron Buck, George & Jackie Crews, 
Cindy Eschbach, Kenneth & Jennifer Krog, Dot 
Nickell, Lynn Strickland, Wanda Tabor, Richard 
Walker, and Roy Wentworth.

EMAIL NEIGHBORHOOD 
ALERT SYSTEM - Alex Boggan

Is Colonial Acres really safe?  Aside from your typical 
petty theft and a few cars that drive too fast… I would 
say, YES.  There will always be petty theft, someone in 
a hurry, and hopefully that one neighbor on the street 
who just seems to be nosey.  Nosey or not, that neighbor 
should be your best friend and for good reason – he or she 
is watching the people watching you.  Though I would 
not call him nosey, David Yawn really keeps track of what 
happens in the neighborhood and wants to share it with 
others.  For the past three years, David has sent out “email 
alerts” to his neighbors, and now he has over THREE 
HUNDRED neighbors in this free email bulletin system.  I 
asked David why he started this “email alert” and he said, 
“I have always been passionate against crime and criminal 
activity.  Neighbors would tell me about incidents and it 
was just natural to use this technology for notifications.”  
Most of the information David receives is from CANA 
residents just like us.  Would you like to receive emails 
notifying you about suspicious people, ways that criminals 
are obtaining your stuff, and maybe even help finding 
your pet?  All you have to do is send your email address 
to:  dyawn@memphisdailynews.com and request David 
add you to the see and tell email network 

OR
____ Yes, add me to the email alert system

FOR MEMBERS WITHOUT EMAIL ACCOUNTS, 
CANA  can send the same alert by City Watch robo call.

___ Yes, send me the alert messages by phone

Name: _____________________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________________

Real Estate Corner  by Kat Gordon
In my professional opinion, Colonial Acres is a great spot for buyers and sellers alike.  Buyers have the advantage of 
entering a neighborhood that is active in improvements and whose values are increasing annually.  Some buyers are moving 
in and renovating their new homes, adding to the value of the neighborhood as a whole.  Sellers are finding that their homes 
have increased in value and are benefiting from being in a central location of East Memphis.  You’ll be pleased to know that 
over the last decade, average values in the entire Colonial Acres subdivision have risen $20 per square foot! 
Two professional tips on how to maintain and maximize your property values include:
1. Firstly, maintain a pleasing street appeal.  This is the first thing that people notice!  Keep your grass neatly trimmed 
and   bushes hedged.  Repair shutters and gutters and keep paint looking fresh and clean.  Some people have difficulty 
maintaining their yard because of schedule or physical strain; offer to help!
2. Get to know your neighbors.  Often a buyer wants to know about the neighborhood and a close-knit community always 
sells better than one full of strangers! 
I hope everyone gets involved with the neighborhood association and I look forward to seeing you at the meetings!
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Ash Ketchum (Satoshi) – Ash Ketchum is the main character of the main anime series, and Ash is one of 
the default names in the various Pokémon video games (his Japanese name, Satoshi, is named after Sa-
toshi Tajiri, the creator of the Pokémon games).  Ash aspires to be a Pokémon Master, and together with 
the various friends and Pokémon that travel with him, embarks on many adventures.  In a similar fashion 
to the game, Ash enters various Pokémon League competitions.  Ash has made cameo appearances in 
Pokémon Chronicles and is referred to frequently.

KID THINGS TO DO
Attention Parents!
Looking for something inexpensive to do with your kids?  Luckily, there are several ways to have fun with young kids in East Memphis 
(and beyond) without spending an arm and leg.  See below for some ideas.

•	 Lichterman Nature Center (5992 Quince Rd):  Free Day every Tuesday from 1-4 PM; Other days: Children under 3, Free; 
Children 3-12,  $4.50.

•	 Poplar-White Station Library (5094 Poplar Ave):  Puppet shows and other children’s programs are scheduled monthly.  
Go to www.memphislibrary.org for more information.

•	 Davis-Kidd Booksellers (387 Perkins Ext):  Story Time on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays at 11 AM (Free).  Children’s 
events are also held every Saturday at 11 AM.  Go to www.daviskidd.com for more information.

•	 Sea Isle Park (behind Sea Isle Elementary) and Marquette Park (Park Ave and Mt. Moriah Rd).
•	 Dixon Gallery and Gardens (4339 Park Ave):  Free Saturdays from 10 AM until noon.  Children 6 and under free other 

days.
•	 Memphis Botanic Garden (750 Cherry Rd):  Caterpillar Club is for children 5 and under and includes nature lessons, 

walks, and crafts twice monthly.  Children: $5; parents: Free.  General admission prices are  children 2 and under,  Free; 
children 3-12: $3; adults: $5.

•	 Kindermusik (University of Memphis South Campus on Getwell Road):  Offers 15-week Fall and Spring terms and a 
6-week Summer term for children 0-7 years.  Relatively inexpensive per class.  Go to http://music.memphis.edu/cms.htm 
or call 678-3555 for more information.

•	 The Memphis Zoo (2000 Prentiss Pl):  Yearly memberships pay for themselves in a couple visits.  Young children will 
also enjoy Stroller Cubs, which meet once a month to read a book and meet live animals from the book.  Members pay 
$5 per child.  Non-members must pay general admission price plus $5 per child. Go to www.memphiszoo.org for more 
information.

•	 Central Library (3030 Poplar Ave):  Story Time for children ages 2-3 meets every Wednesday at 10 AM.  Includes music 
and a craft.

•	 Peabody Park – Sprinkler Park (2135 Higbee Ave in Midtown):  Free.
•	 Germantown Performing Arts Center (1801 Exeter Rd):  “Peanut Butter and Jam” program introduces children (ages 3-6) 

to music.  Children: $8; parents: Free.  Go to www.GPACweb.com for more information.
Churches:  Don’t forget to check your church bulletin for events!

Hamilton Stennis

Warehouse Pricing Everyday!
4744 Spottswood - 683-6861
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The Best and Oldest
Cleaners in Memphis

Eastgate Cleaners
30% Off on Wednesdays

With 5 garment minimum

6:30 am - 7 pm M-F  
6:30 am - 5 pm Saturday

828 Mt. Moriah
901-683-3805
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