The Current State of the Colonial Acreas Neighborhood Association (CANA)

The Colonial Acres area covers over two square miles, contains over 3,600 MLGW customers, and is home to over 5,000 registered voters, including at least 63 current residents who purchased their homes new over 50 years ago.  The neighborhood includes three public schools (Willow Oaks Elementary, Colonial Middle School, Overton High School) and two public parks: Godwin Park, which includes a walking path and a playground, and 59-acre Willow Park, containing baseball and soccer fields, a community center, swimming pool, and playground.  Colonial Acres is also home to several churches of various denominations.

Although the rate of increase in crime and criminal activity in Colonial Acres is consistent with  the Memphis overall rate, violent crime is at a level lower than for the rest of the city (zero homicides in 2006).  One way to fight crime is with an active code enforcement system, but for almost nine months the area west of Perkins has been without the regular services of an assigned Code Enforcement Inspector.  Another way to fight crime is with an active Neighborhood Watch program.  Unfortunately, our once-effective system has collapsed, in part because the city placed our Neighborhood Watch Coordinator on furlough.  After several months her position has been re-established, but only at 10 hours per week.  One great asset for CANA has been the three dedicated and hard-working volunteers of the Police and Citizens Alliance (PACA), which operates in the East Precinct out of the Mt Moriah station.  CANA would like to say, “thank you very much,” to these gentlemen.

The Future State of CANA

The program for the general neighborhood meeting in October 2006 was Code Enforcement, presented by the two top Memphis Code Enforcement managers.  They made commitments that are just now starting to be realized.  CANA’s Executive Committee met with Judge Potter regarding a unique solution to some blighted properties in our area that are beyond code.  Early in January of this year, Sheriff Luttrell met with the leaders of several neighborhood associations and committed the Sheriff’s Department to join with other enforcement agencies to begin dealing with CANA problem issues.  Deputy Chief Michael Smith of the MPD and four of the key persons responsible for our neighborhood presented a plan of action at the January 2007 general meeting.  County Commissioner Steve Mulroy, City Council members Carol Chumney and Dedrick Brittenum, and House District 93 Representative Mike Kernell have participated in meetings and toured the neighborhood.

Now is the time for CANA to get organized, in order to take maximum advantage of the recent governemental attention.  Neighbors happen.  The people who live in the homes around you are your neighbors by definition, but it takes energy and attitude to be NEIGHBORLY: sociable, considerate, kind, friendly, helpful, hospitable, caring, cooperative, and trusting.  Neighborhood Watch is the systematic local vigilance by NEIGHBORLY members of the community.  Participating in CANA’s Neighborhood Watch program is a way for Colonial Acres residents to become NEIGHBORLY and get organized against crime and blight.

Our goal is to have well over 3,000 dues-paying members of the Association, and we believe we can achieve this goal because we already have so many NEIGHBORLY members of our community.  Colonial Acres has been subdivided into 120 neighborhood areas of about 30 homes each, with each area needing a Watch Captain to enroll residents in the Neighborhood Watch program and as dues-paying members of CANA.  Currently we are in need of 97 volunteers to be neighborhood Watch Captains.  We are also in need of volunteers to manage our website (colonialacres.org) in order to maximimze the effectiveness of this resource, providing vital crime prevention information and the ability to report violations of the city code.  Finally, CANA is always in need of active standing committee members to carry out the various aspects of our mission.

Be a partner in the solution.  Complete the enrollment form below and indicate on the check list how you would like to contribute to your community.  You may return the form by mail, but better yet bring it with you to our next general meeting, which is on Thursday, February 22, at Colonial Baptist Church, beginning with a 7:00 presentation of the Blue Crush program.
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2007 Membership Information Form

Name:

(Last Name) (Preferred First Name)

(Names of Family Members)

Street Address:

Telephone Number for 

Neighborhood Watch Alert:

Other Telephone Numbers:

E-Mail Address:

Colonial Acres is blessed with trees and 

sidewalks but cursed with crab grass and other 

weeds.  CANA is organizing a Lawn Care Team 

to assist residents in maintaining neighborhood 

“curb appeal”.  Please indicate whether you give 

permission to receive the services listed at right.

Apply weed killer to any 

crab grass in my lawn 

when appropriate:

Edge the curb and 

sidewalk in front of my 

home:

Yes No

Yes No

Mail $10.00 Dues to:

P.O. Box 240033

Memphis TN 38124-0033
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Please check the activities of interest to you:


___ Join Watch Team for my Neighborhood


___ Neighborhood Watch Alert Call Committee


___ Neighborhood get-to-know you socials


___ Honor Veterans event


___ Contribute articles for the newsletter


___ Distribute the newsletter


___ Newsletter ad sales


___ Join an Adopt a School program


___ Volunteer for the Lawn Care Team


___ Beautification Committee


___ Land Use Committee


___ Organize a Neighborhood walk/ride patrol


___ Join an Adopt a Park program


___ Participate in Voter Registration


___ Neighborhood Watch Team Co Captain


___ Volunteer for New Neighbor Welcome 


___ Suggest and develop programs 


for neighborhood meetings. 
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If you would like to place an ad in the next issue of the CANA newsletter, please call 786-2413 or send e-mail to canacodes@bellsouth.net.
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CANA Newsletter Editor:


D. P. Dwiggins, PhD








